. Y |
. 4 -
.
A\ S . '
- Vg
- L . ”
b .

© Maja Stankovski

Flabelina pedata nudibranch. Photo by: Maja Stankovski.

Ireland is well known as an excellent and rich cold water diving destination.
Divers flock from all over Europe, and many other places, to see the rich marine
life and the abundance of wrecks. But how does it deliver as a macro destination?
I’'ve often shown macro pictures taken in Ireland to friends and family and their
first question is, this was taken in Asia, right? The sheer variety of small creatures
and colours always surprises them. Unfortunately not enough is known about the
variety of species and small critters here.
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on walls or on wrecks. This will help in
discovering them. It also helps if you
are diving during the season, and in the
area where they are most common, but
that’s not always necessary. If you
haven't managed to do that, just take
your time and observe, keep your eyes
open and explore the reef.

Wrecks and walls will be full of small
critters like nudibranchs, small shrimp,
cowries, pipefish, worms, sea spiders or
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Tompot blenny. Photo by: Maja Stankovski.

rinto
anemones and you will notice that
there are a lot of small amphipods
hiding in their tentacles. If you look at
the water around you and the small life
that is swimming there, you can see
swimming sea slugs called “sea angels”
or “sea butterflies’, swimming prawns,
lots of various jellyfish, from
gooseberries to their bigger cousins like
compass jellyfish and moon jellyfish.

even amphipods. Look cl

wel anemones. Photo by: Maja Stan

Remember to look at starfish in
detail ould find sea spiders on
them or small flat fish. Always inspect
the dahlia anemones thoroughly, you
will find all sorts of life in them;
sometimes you will even spot them
digesting small crabs or fish. Scallops,
when open, are amazing to Obser\-’e
filtering water, and, if you look even
closer, you might the see the multitude
of eyes or even observe them
swimming.

Even though kelp by itself appears
pretty unappealing, sometimes if you
look at it closely, you can see blue rayed
limpets on it that are a beautiful blue
colour, or even sea hares. Sea grass
might look barren and lifeless, but,
again, if you observe it in more detail,
you might be able to find stalked
jellyfish on it, or long-legged spider
crabs, and sometimes even pipefish.
Dead man'’s fingers are a pleasure to see
by themselves, but they deserve a
second glance and you might spot
different nudibranchs on them.

Sponges are a joy of colours to see
on their own, but if you spend a couple
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Snakelocks anemone. Photo by: Maja Stankovski.




spot tiny shrimp, sometimes almost
transparent, peeking at you. It might
take a while to spot them, but think
small and move slowly and you'll train
your eye to see them straight away.

So what are the best locations to
see all these tiny creatures? Is there a
preferable spot where you could see
them? In short, no, and although the
areas where there is a little bit of
current are best, that’s not always the
rule. You might find small critters on
walls, on wrecks, in sandy or even

'y ely enough.

All you need to do is keep very close
to the areas that you're observing and
you'll start noticing all the jewels of
the sea. So go to the dive site that you
enjoy and like, be prepared to spend a
bit of time pottering around slowly
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Nudibranch creating an egg mass known as ribbon. Photo by: Maja Stankovski.

of minutes observing them, you will see Sandy areas might appear to be and you will start to notice the tiny
European cowries resting on them, barren but again upon closer world that exists beneath the waves
baby shrimps trying to blend in, inspection, we can find the so called and see the large variety of life and
skeleton shrimps doing their antics and ~ flowers of the sea, more commonly colour that Irish waters offer. You do
even baby whelks and baby brittle stars.  known as sea anemones. You may see not have to go to the tropics to be
And if the sponge is bigger, you might fireworks anemones or b ving treated to a feast of colour and life.
even find a crab or tompot blenny anemones and, if you check out the With patience and observation you
peeking out of its hole. area around them in the sand, youcan ~ will find it all here. m

Choose from 3 Fantastic Villages
Marsa Shagra « Marsa Nakari « Wadi Lahami
These southern Red Sea diving villages offer

you the ultimate diving adventure! Enjoy the
relaxed, laid back atmosphere of their unique
locations and various eco-diving concepts.
Dive as much, or as little as you like.

s o uth e rn D Ive VI I Ia ge Our repeat guests say these villages are the

best value and all-round diving experience
\ \\ (e | = \ \ (=wq \ you will find in the Red Sea and rated by
\ \_ Al L\ N\ 1“ (T \ many, as ‘world class’ diving destinations.
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